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       INVITATION to the Decline and Fall Quizbowl 
            “Take care of the army and to hell with everyone else.”  

- Septimius Severus

BAAL invites your teams to play in an NAQT buzzer competition:  the Decline and Fall Quizbowl on 25 September at UC Berkeley for afternoon play.  The Decline and Fall Quizbowl (DFQ) commemorates the passing of the Roman Empire from bad to worse in AD 211 when Septimius Severus died in York, England, advising his sons to take care of the army and to hell with everyone else.   Our contest hopes to reverse that trajectory.

    Schools are encouraged to send multiple teams of four players (one additional alternate is permitted).  The game format will resemble the Quiz Kids show with toss-ups and bonuses in the first half of the game and just Toss-ups in the final round.  Some Quiz Kids staff will attend (we have invited Brad to read rounds).  As always at a BAAL event, teams will begin by playing a partial round-robin of five or six matches, regardless of win-loss record.  Everyone will play at least six games.  If there are play-offs you may play as many as eight rounds.

    Questions come from all over the academic curriculum.  Teams should expect a heavier representation of History, Science, Literature, Math, and Classics, but also a share of sports, current events, geography, social sciences, and so on.  We will keep statistics with the SQUIBS program, so players can find out who has answered the most TUs.  Some modest prizes will be provided.  

   For coaches who have not brought a team to a weekend contest before, we very warmly encourage you to bring your students.  Your teams will improve their quizbowl skills more at a single weekend tournament than in two months of practice because of the intensity of the experience, the many questions they hear, and the excitement of the activity.  Instead of losing one match and never playing again (as did most TV-only teams 2000-2009), your students will play over and over in a single day, obtaining memorable close victories and defeats, accruing close calls they will remember for years to come, and they will enjoy the fun.  This is why for the past eight years the top four Quizkids teams have almost always been BAAL teams that attend weekend tournaments.  You and your students will benefit by seeing the activity in motion without the pressure of TV cameras, and your squad will create friendly rivalries with other teams, share stories, and double their enthusiasm for the activity.  Just a short amount of exposure to this fun activity will bring you considerable insight, some basic game theory, and a newly energized squad of players.  If you participate as well, you will pick up some of that same enthusiasm. 

    Prizes:  We will give the top team a trophy.  But more importantly, Decline and Fall will serve as the first round of auditions for Quiz Kids.  The top X teams will earn an invitation to play on the air at the October taping of Quiz Kids (in this algebraic problem we do not know the exact value of X).  The next BAAL event will also reward bids to Y more teams.  If your team does not earn a bid in September, go home and practice more for the upcoming October qualification.    

    Volunteers:  We need experienced volunteers to read rounds, enter stats, etc.  If anyone has access to food/drink donations, that is also most welcome.  If you have never helped out before, “Decline and Fall” is a great opportunity to join in and learn the ropes early.  You can use the experience you gain here to translate into many discounts for your school in events down the road.  

    Cost:  This event to cost $100/team with discounts.  BAAL has always run at a lower price than Berkeley and Stanford or Washington HS Questions Unlimited, but the days where your team could play a BAAL event for $30 are gone.  See below on the registration form for the discounts.

   Buzzers:  We ask you to bring your buzzer and give a discount, but only if it works.  Last year at History Bowl someone forgot to bring the plug with their buzzer so it was inoperable.  That means no discount, but it also messed up the contest.   Test your buzzer at school because if you bring a non-working buzzer you will make everyone angry at you.  

   Show up on time with the number of players, buzzers, and volunteers you signed up.  

   Inexperienced players:  We will create a JV (Geta) division so those teams play can within as long as six or more JV teams show up.  For Decline and Fall, JV means the players are all new or have never been at a contest before.  HS seniors (no matter how inexperienced) have to play in the varsity (Caracalla) division.  

   Dress code:  there is no code as long as you are content with your students’ appearance.  We can try to get a photo of the winning teams in the paper, but the SF Chronicle is fairly anti-quizbowl and will only cooperate if you call them up in advance and question them (we need to start a campaign to do this).

Decline and Fall 2011 Quizbowl REGISTRATION FORM

My school __________________________ will bring _______ teams to DECLINE AND FALL.

Coach’s name _________________ phone_______________ email_________________

 Base Fee and Discounts:

$100 base fee      check all boxes that apply

 □  -$20 as a discount for an experienced moderator   

 □  -$10 for an inexperienced moderator  x _______ new moderator(s) = $ ________

 □  -$10 for scorekeeping  properly          x _______ scorekeeper(s)      = $ ________ 

 □  -$10 per working buzzer (sign up for only 1-2)   x _____ buzzer(s) = $ ________

 □ - $5 for mailing your reply before 20 Sept. (check to Gaius Stern, BAAL PM)

  TOTAL   $ _____________  for  ______  JV teams  and _______ varsity teams.

 □  I might buy the questions.  I realize I am only paying for copying

      costs b/c Gaius is not “selling” the questions.  Copy costs are $4.00 or $5.00.

SEND TO 

   Gaius Stern

BAAL Pontifex Maximus    

2640 Dwight Way #401

Berkeley, CA  94704

